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Often unappreciated by tourists who see them only as S RN TN | Yo 4 7 % Aduersity of species
p P P - .’ 5 P in a diversity of habitats!

"unsightly brown spots" in the turquoise blue of the lagoon, . \ X' N
seagrass beds are remarkable ecosystems. These marine .F
meadows are of great biological richness and provide

a multitude of extremely valuable services

for our well-being and security.

Curved Enhalus
Enhalus acoroides

Spoon seagrass
Halophila ovalis

But what habitats?
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Contrary to what one might think, it is not algae that form d 27, | Pacificturtlegrass 4 .-
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seagrass beds, but rather marine plants. ' Th ’ ! Caledonia o & R =
These differ from algae because they have roots, stems, leaves, \ 5 : 936 km? of seagrass beds.ln New Cale: . 7 ar
and can even produce flowers... ke ; 11 species of marine plants dlsifrlbuted among 69 r p = 1

: More than 60 species of fish ' 15
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Seagrass beds, ecosystem engineers 27 T s And also, the dugong and green'tu
. Seagrass beds provide multiple ecological services, : " Pt
beneficial to marine biodiversity as well as to human populations. = o
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’ They serve as a nursery, refuge, and food source S Ve -
for many emblematic species, including the green turtle. ; 3. 82 - pt §1 segass beds,
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D By filtering, assimilating, and storing nutrients and pollutants, Syeodian fostiblian 0T Ve 7 agarden for our green turties
they help to maintain water quality. @ & J

Found in all oceans of the world,

P They act as a barrier against waves, it is the most well-known of the sea turtle.

protecting coastal populations from flood and storm risks.

: Carnivorous in its youth, it becomes
o | herbivorous and grazes on the marine plants
of seagrass beds.

’ As carbon sinks, they help to fight ocean acidification.

It is also known for the "sunbathing” :

Stalk Flower * " it takes on islets, which according to scientists, _
<557 ﬁ (: Rhizome Y ¥ 8 helps to compensate the lack of calcium “

Tendrils ] = A : and vitamin D in its diet... E
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A trail for all,

under everyone’s responsibility.
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